
RHODES COLLEGE:  INFORMED CONSENT TO PARTICIPATE IN RESEARCH 
 

The following information describes the research study in which you are being asked to participate. 
Please read the information carefully. Afterwards, you will be asked if you agree to participate.  
 
A. INVESTIGATOR(S): Dr. Geoffrey Maddox of the Department of Psychology at Rhodes College. 

 
B. PURPOSE: This study involves research. The purpose is to examine the factors that influence the 

benefit of value and emotion on memory performance. 
 

C. EXPECTED DURATION: Participation in the current study will be no more than 1.5 hours. 
 
D. PROCEDURES: As a participant in this study, you will be asked to complete a demographics 

questionnaire and a memory task.  In the memory task, you will be asked to learn several lists 
containing a series of positive, negative and neutral word pairs (e.g., irritable – fatality, bonus - 
prosper) and retrieve those associations on a later test.  

 
E. POSSIBLE DISCOMFORTS AND/OR RISKS: There are no known significant risks or 

discomforts associated with this study. However, you will be asked to memorize emotional words 
that may elicit a range of feelings (e.g., sad, happy, angry, bored).  

 
F. POSSIBLE BENEFITS: Benefits that you may experience through participation in this study 

include learning about how psychological research on memory is conducted. Also, the project is 
expected to benefit researchers interested in memory retrieval. 

 
G. CONFIDENTIALITY: Any information that is obtained with this study and that can be identified 

with you will remain confidential and will be disclosed only with your written permission or as 
required by law. Confidentiality will be maintained by means of coded data sheets, keeping any 
personal information you provide separate from the data. In other words, you will be assigned a 
participant number and your data will be associated with this number only. Furthermore, your 
participant and data information will be locked in cabinets where only lab researchers have access.  

 
H. COSTS AND COMPENSATION: There are no costs associated with participation in this study. 

Young adult participants will receive one credit for each half-hour of participation.  Older adult 
participants will receive $5 for each half-hour of participation.  

 
I. VOLUNTARY PARTICIPATION: Your participation is completely voluntary. Refusal to 

participate in this study will not result in any penalty or loss of benefits to which you are otherwise 
entitled. Your decision whether or not to participate will not affect your relationship with Rhodes 
College. If you decide to participate, you are free to withdraw your consent and discontinue 
participation at any time without penalty. You can choose not to answer any questions you feel 
uncomfortable answering as well. 

 
J. CONTACT INFORMATION: Dr. Geoffrey Maddox (maddoxg@rhodes.edu) will answer any 

questions you may have concerning the purpose, procedures, and outcome of this project. If you 
have questions regarding your rights as a research subject, contact Dr. Kelly Weeks, Chair of 
Rhodes College IRB at weeksk@rhodes.edu  

 
Participating in the current experiment indicates that you have read and understand the information 
provided above, that you willingly agree to participate, that you may withdraw your consent at any 



time and discontinue participation without penalty, and that you are not waiving any legal claims, 
rights or remedies.  


