
ÁPlease log in to your ATIXAEvent Lobby each day to access the 
training slides, supplemental materials, and to log your 
attendance. 
ÁThe ATIXAEvent Lobby can be accessed by the QR code or 

visiting www.atixa.org/atixa-event-lobby in your Internet 
browser.
ÁLinks for any applicable training evaluations and learning 

assessments are also provided in the NABITA Event Lobby. You 
will be asked to enter your registration email to access the Event 
Lobby.
ÁIf you have not registered for this training, an event 

will not show on your Lobby. Please email events@ATIXA.org or 
engage the ATIXAwebsite chat app to inquire ASAP.

WELCOME!
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Structured Interview for 
Violence Risk Assessment
SIVRA Training and Certification Course



(610) 993-0229 | inquiry@tngconsulting.com | www.tngconsulting.com

Any advice or opinion provided during this training, either privately or to the 
entire group, isneverto be construed as legal advice or an assurance of 
compliance. Always consult with your legal counsel to ensure you are receiving 
advice that considers existing case law in your jurisdiction, any applicable state or 
local laws, and evolving federal guidance. 
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Introduction 
ÅAssessment Types
ÅVRA Process
ÅVRA Fundamental Components

Agenda

1

2

3

Conducting an Effective Interview
ÅPreparing for the Interview
ÅRapport Building and Active Listening
ÅCollecting Information
ÅAssessing Credibility
ÅMitigating Bias

Using the SIVRA
ÅSIVRA
ÅCase Study Application



NOTE: Dangerousness and violence, from a student, faculty or staff 
member is difficult, if not impossible to accurately predict. 

This training topic offers research -based techniques and theories to 
provide a foundational understanding and improved awareness of the 
potential risk. 

The training or tool should not be seen as a guarantee or offer any 
assurance that violence will be prevented.

Introduction
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This presentation contains graphic language and imagery

Introduction
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Violence Risk Assessment Overview
Á Assessment Types: VRAs vs. Other Assessments
Á Fundamental Components: Risk/Protective Factors, Objectivity and Interview Techniques
Á When to Conduct a VRA and Who is Best Suited?
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ÁOn September 13, 2017, Caleb flipped a coin that 
came up heads and he entered his school with an 
AR-15 and a handgun in a duffel-bag.

ÁThe AR-15 jammed, and he used the handgun to 
shoot a fellow student, who was trying to stop the 
shooting.

ÁCaleb continued to shoot down the hall and then 
surrendered to a custodian. 

Á@±ǈïÙÔ­ǈ­±ï±ªïÉù±éǈÄ±ǈû{×ï±­ǈïÙǈƴï±{ªÄǈ±ù±èýÙ×±ǈ{ǈ
lesson about what happens when you bully 
ÙïÄ±èéƇƵ

Case Study: Freeman 
High School
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Caleb Sharpe, 15 years old



ÁAround the time classes started at the high school, Caleb gave notes to several friends indicating 
åÔ{×éǈïÙǈ­ÙǈƴéÙÖ±ïÄÉ×¾ǈéïóåÉ­ƵǈïÄ{ïǈÖÉ¾ÄïǈÔ±{ù±ǈÄÉÖǈ­±{­ǈÙèǈÉ×ǈÐ{ÉÔƇǈS×±ǈÙ½ǈïÄÙé±ǈ×Ùï±éǈû{éǈ
reportedly passed on to a school counselor. 

Á@±ǈ{ÔéÙǈ¨è{¾¾±­ǈïÙǈé±ù±è{Ôǈ½èÉ±×­éǈûÄ±×ǈÄ±ǈ½É¾óè±­ǈÙóïǈïÄ±ǈªÙÖ¨É×{ïÉÙ×ǈïÙǈÄÉéǈ½{ïÄ±èƷéǈ¾ó×ǈé{½±Ƃǈ
and again when he learned to make bombs out of household materials.

ÁHe acted out violent scenarios on his YouTube channel and spoke openly about his fascination 
with school shootings and notorious killers like Ted Bundy.

ÁHe messaged a friend over Facebook asking if the friend could get him gasoline, tinfoil, and 
½óé±éƇǈ@{èå±èǈè±åÔÉ±­ƂǈƴDǈé{É­ƂǈƶQÙƷƂǈ{×­ǈ{éÑ±­ǈÄÉÖǈûÄýƇǈ@±ǈé{É­Ƃǈƶ;Ùèǈ{ǈéªÉ±×ª±ǈ±üå±èÉÖ±×ïƇƷǈDǈé{É­Ƃǈ
ƶrÄýǈ{è±ǈýÙóǈ­ÙÉ×¾ǈ{ǈéªÉ±×ª±ǈ±üå±èÉÖ±×ïƈƷǈ{×­ǈÄ±ǈé{É­Ƃǈƶ×±ù±èǈÖÉ×­ƇƷƵ

Case Study: Freeman High School
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http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2017/sep/16/freeman-high-school-suspended-shooter-after-note-d/ 

http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2017/sep/16/freeman-high-school-suspended-shooter-after-note-d/
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ÁThe day a Freeman High School student shot four students, killing one of them, 
was his first day back to school after he was suspended for writing notes that 
appeared to warn he might commit violence.

ÁFreeman Superintendent Randy Russell confirmed in an interview that the 
district knew of the warning notes passed out by the shooter and that the school 
responded by suspending him. 

ÁWhen asked if the counselor called the parents and whether the school 
suspended the student and sent him for a mental health evaluation , Russell 
è±åÔÉ±­ƂǈƴgÄ{ïƷéǈûÄ{ïǈÙóèǈåèÙïÙªÙÔǈÔÙÙÑéǈÔÉÑ±Ƃǈ{×­ǈû±ǈ½ÙÔÔÙû±­ǈÉïǈïÙǈ{ǈgƇƵ

Case Study: Freeman High School
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http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2017/sep/16/freeman-high-school-suspended-shooter-after-note-d/ 

http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2017/sep/16/freeman-high-school-suspended-shooter-after-note-d/


Takeaways:
ÁAvoid zero-tolerance policies

ÁRely on violence risk assessments

ÁEstablish a process for getting information to and receiving report from assessor

Á ùÙÉ­ǈ{ǈƴÙ×±-and-­Ù×±Ƶǈ{ååèÙ{ªÄǈƨ use case management strategies to build 
connection and support

Case Study: Freeman High School
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Assessment vs. Treatment

Assessment

ÁShort-term (1 ƨ 2 meetings)

ÁMay be conducted by a non-clinical or 
clinical provider

ÁUsed to determine risk and protective factors

ÁEngagement may be voluntary or mandated

ÁInformation/results are shared with referral 
source

Treatment

ÁLonger-term (about 5+ meetings)

ÁMust be conducted by a licensed provider

ÁUsed to address diagnosis and matters 
related to a mental health condition

ÁEngagement is voluntary in nature (unless 
court ordered)

ÁInformation/progress are privileged in nature
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Reminder: BITs can mandate assessments!



Violence Risk 
Assessment

Types of Assessments
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General Risk 
Assessment

Threat Assessment

Psychological 
Assessment



Types of Assessments
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General Risk 
Assessment

Threat Assessment

Á Completed in response to explicit 
or veiled threat

Á Focuses on details of threat, 
actionability and crisis response

Á Often limited to determining 
likelihood of violence as related to 
specific threat 

Á Broadly utilized for a variety of 
situations and concerning 
behaviors

Á Focuses on proactive approach, 
with interventions to lower risk 
and ease distress



Violence Risk 
Assessment

Types of Assessments
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Psychological 
Assessment

Á Conducted by a trained, licensed 
clinician 

Á Focuses on determining diagnosis 
and treatment plan such as 
therapeutic intervention, 
medication, hospitalization, etc.

Á Focuses on determining potential 
violence or dangerousness toward a 
person, group or system

Á Explores various risk factors and 
protective elements in comprehensive 
manner

Á Not predictive, but rather an estimate of 
the factors that make it more or less likely 
the individual will engage in violence



VRA Process
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Å10x NABITA Risk Rubric
Å25x Violence Risk Assessment of the 

Written Word (VRAWW)
Å50x Structured Interview for Violence 

Risk Assessment (SIVRA) or Non-
clinical Assessment of Suicide (NAS)

Objective Risk Rubric
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