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RHODES COLLEGE HIGHLIGHTS AND ACHIEVEMENTS
FALL 2025

Rhodes College, established in 1848 in Clarksville, TN, and of the campus’ signature Collegiate Gothic style, filled with
a nationally recognized liberal arts and sciences institution, is functional and inspiring spaces connecting academic and
celebrating 100 years in Memphis, TN. The college student life.

moved to its current location under the leadership
of then president Dr. Charles E. Diehl, and
classes began on Sept. 24, 1925, with 406
students and 16 faculty. Rhodes enrolled
1,780 students for fall 2025, including 509
first-year students who represent 37 states
and 27 countries. More than 19 percent of
first-year students are from Memphis and
Shelby County, and 28 percent are from
Tennessee.

In September, President Jennifer Collins

N\ announced a $2 million gift from The Rhodes
ON Fam1ly Foundation to name the director’s

position for the college’s new Center for

Career and Professional Development.

This will be the college’s first endowed staff

position. The gift supports the center’s

vision of “ensuring all students graduate from

/  Rhodes College prepared, engaged, self-aware,
and confident in their abilities both to lead and

In addition, the college celebrated the twentieth to fulfill professional, academic, and personal

anniversary of the Paul Barret, Jr. Library, which o goals.” The gift also carries a challenge component, and
officially opened Aug. 23, 2005. At a cost of $42 million, the the college aims to raise an additional $500,000 to support this
library remains the largest construction project in the college’s new endowment.

history. Its award-winning design is a phenomenal expression
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CURRICULUM AND CAMPUS DISTINCTIVENESS

Rhodes stands out for its strong liberal arts and sciences ¢ Qualified Rhodes students guaranteed admission to

curriculum and innovative programs that connect classroom University of Arkansas’ Clinton School of Public Service
knowledge and real-world applications. Rhodes also has
received philanthropic investments and joined initiatives

* A Cube Satellite, designed by Rhodes professors and

students, was launched into space on September 14 aboard

with other institutions to build on academic and creative a NASA spacecraft bound for the International Space

excellence and to transform lives. Examples include: Station. The launch was the culmination of  six-year

* Philosophy, Politics and Economics Program project, and the satellite will test next-gen solar technology
designated as a Hidden Gem by American Council of for future lunar and planetary exploration. It will orbit the
Trustees and Alumni Earth for a year, transmitting data to the ground satellite

* Louise Taylor and Annie Trawick Chamber Music station installed in Rhodes Tower on campus.

Series established to celebrate liberal arts through music

.............................................................................. RHODES FACU ) ————————

Rhodes faculty are interdisciplinary teacher-scholars who Faculty recognized with national honors and
receive recognition for their research and publications, grants include:

professional achievements, service, and dedication to teaching o )
* Prof. Laura Kelly receiving funding from the Spencer

and mentoring students above all else. The college’s highest

awards were presented this year to the following faculty: Foundation for her research focused on bilingual book clubs

* Prof. Miriam Clinton named an Associated Colleges of the

* Prof. Courtney Collins - Clarence Day Award ) :
South Mellon Academic Leadership Fellow

for Outstanding Teaching

« Prof. Caki Wilkinson - Clarence Day Award . Prof. Shana Stoddard named a Leadership a.md Mentoring
for Outstanding Research and Creative Activity Institute Mellon Fellow and selected as a Trailblazer by the
American Chemical Society

* Prof. Susan Satterfield - Jameson M. Jones Award
for Outstanding Faculty Service

* Prof. Shadrack Nasong’o presented a Fulbright U.S.

Scholar Award to teach in South Africa
Also on campus, Prof. Gretchen Henderson was named the

Spence L. Wilson Distinguished Professor in the Humanities;
Prof. Loretta Jackson-Hayes was inducted as an honorary
member of Phi Beta Kappa; and retired Prof. Luther Ivory was
awarded an honorary degree by the college.

* Prof. Larryn Peterson leading chemistry research funded by
a $180K National Science Foundation Grant

* Prof. Kailey Lawson sclected for the SAGE Emerging
Scholar Award from the Society of Personality and Social
Psychology

e Prof. Sarah Ifft Decker selected for the Journal of Medieval
Iberian Studies’ Best Article Prize
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States (plus D.C.) Countries
International
Students Make Up

7%

of the Student Body

Students of Color
Make Up

33%

of the Student Body

Rhodes Student Body Profile - as of Fall 2024
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Students Study Abroad or at
Represent Off-Campus Sites
in the U.S.

70%

Complete at Least
One Internship

40

Participate in
Undergraduate
Research and
Creative Projects

130+

Clubs, Organizations, and
Intramural & Club Sports

Nearly

1/3

of the Student Body
participate in 23
NCAA Division Ill Varsity
Athletic Programs

Rhodes is noteworthy for the vast number of opportunities

it offers students to do research, internships, service projects,
and study abroad, as well as for providing resources for student
success. Here are some notable student achievements.

Students recognized with national honors and top
prizes at research conferences include:

¢ Parth Sinojia *25 awarded the Thomas J. Watson Fellowship
e Ada Collins ’27 named a 2025 Goldwater Scholar

¢ Class of 2025 members Katherine Buikema, Monica
Nedialkova, Maya Khalife-Hamdan, and Anna Rush
selected for Fulbright U.S. Student Awards

¢ Christyn Sanders *25 and Kevin Caltry *25 winning All-
American awards at the mock trial national tournament

* Mortar Board at Rhodes presented a Gold Torch Award
from the national office and recognized for community
service

* Chemistry majors Connor Bronze *25 and Kathleen
Modder *26 taking top prizes at the undergraduate research
poster competition held at The University of Memphis

* Sam Supan 25 and Shannen Alack *27 taking top prizes at
the Memphis Area Collegiate Geospatial Showcase

Students who were recognized with top honors
from the college include:
* Anna Claire Tilley 25 awarded The Steve and Riea Lainoff

Crop Trust Fellowship in Honor of Cary Fowler 71 to work
for Global Crop Diversity Trust in Bonn, Germany

* Sandy Mansour *26 and Kai Virani 26 winning the
$10,000 Grand Prize for their pitch of Helwa Fragrance in
the second annual Rhodes College Venture Challenge

STUDENTS

* Hannah Meit ’25 awarded the Peyton Nalle Rhodes Phi
Beta Kappa Prize

* Hope Robinson ’25 and Sana Zein-Sabatto ’25 presented
the 2025 Algernon Sydney Sullivan Awards

e Class of 2025 members Keith Adams, Shanteise Bonds,
Anh Duy Hoang, Dylan Morris, Anna Yates, and Sana
Zein-Sabatto added to Rhodes College’s Hall of Fame

* Athletics legacy awards, selected by coaches, presented to
Keith Adams *25 (baseball), Hannah Jane Miller 25 (cross
country and track and field), Eli Pilcher *25 (soccer), Kym
Young ’25 (volleyball and track and field), Corbin Kinder
’25 (baseball), Esther Lamb ’25 (soccer and track and field)

Other student accomplishments include:

* Hugh Ferguson *27 listed among the Memphis Flyers
“20 Under 30”

* Rhodes Mock Trial program making nationals for the 37th
time in its 39-year history, more than any other college or
university

* Various individual honors by student-athletes such as Elena
Gentry 28 named Southern Athletic Association (SAA)
Women’s Indoor Track Newcomer of the Year; Hugh Stokes
’25 defending his SAA title in the 60m hurdles, winning in
8.33 seconds; and soccer standout Eli Pilcher >25 named
the SAA Man of the Year, the highest individual honor
awarded by the conference

* Rhodes Theatre Guild winning a local theatre award in the
Ensemble of a Musical category for its production of Alice by
Heart

Continued ————=



OUTSTAN DI NG STAFF .........

Rhodes staff highly engage with students, providing support.
Not only are Rhodes staff celebrated by the college, but

they are also recognized by outside organizations for their
outstanding work. Here are some examples.

¢ Brenda Webber, Amber Lewis, Lance Kimbrell, and
Stephanie Chockley recognized with the college’s 2025
Outstanding Staff Awards

* Nicole Johnson of student life presented the Dr. V. Carole
Smith Diversity Award from Arkansas Tech University

¢ Chaplain Beatrix Weil presented the Outstanding
Professional Award from Student Affairs Administrators in
Higher Education

* Megan Starling of admission presented the William
Starling Award for Mentoring by the Southern Association
for College Admission Counseling

¢ Sandi George Tracy of career services presented the 2025
Algernon Sydney Sullivan Award

e William M. Short ’71 of library services presented the
college’s Distinguished Service Medal

¢ Jessica Kelso of health professions advising taking office as
president of the Southeastern Association of Advisors for the
Health Professions.

............. NOTAB LE ALU M N I

Rhodes alumni consistently earn distinctions in their respective

professions. Examples include:

Liv Cohen ’23 and Raneem Imam *20 listed among the
Memphis Flyer’s “20 Under 30”

Mary Gunning ’18 receiving a Mid-South Emmy for the
documentary What We'll Never Know

Sherry Turner named 12th president of Hartford
International University

Julie Gehrki 02 receiving the Algernon Sydney Sullivan
Foundation’s Luminary Award

Giuliana Hofheins ’22 awarded the Zonta International
Amelia Earhart Fellowship

Lauren Kennedy having her Memphis-based Sheet
Cake Gallery selected for the Armory Show in New York
City, which features the world’s leading international
contemporary and modern art galleries

Rhodes Athletic Hall of Fame 2025 inductees—Daniel
Brunner ’06 (football), Hunter Chandler ’11 (baseball),
Josh Cockerham ’00 (basketball), Jessica Brown Harris
’14 (softball), Brad Jenkins *92 (football and baseball), and
Lauren Avant Sumski *14 (basketball)

2025 Alumni Award Recipients—Dr. Charles W. Robertson
Jr.’65, Brooks Lamb ’17, and Joy Bowen 97

the mentorship of a Rhodes professor

development and professionalization

Rhodes promises that every student will have at least one of the
following high-impact, hands-on learning opportunities:

Independent Research: Allows students to explore a particular interest in depth under
Fellowships and Internships: Provides applied learning opportunities that support skill

Study Abroad, Study Away, or Community-Based Learning Experiences:
Allows students to engage with and contribute to global or local communities




